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City of Portsmouth 
MEMBERS' INFORMATION SERVICE 

 
NO 49 DATE:  FRIDAY 10 DECEMBER 2010  
 
The Members' Information Service produced in the Customer, Community & Democratic Services Unit by Joanne Wildsmith has been 
prepared in three parts - 
 
Part 1 - Decisions by the Cabinet and individual Cabinet Members, subject to Councillors' right to have the matter called in for scrutiny. 
 
Part 2 - Proposals from Managers which they would like to implement subject to Councillors' right to have the matter referred to the relevant 
Cabinet Member or Regulatory Committee; and 
 
Part 3 - Items of general information and news. 
 

Part 1 - Decisions by the Cabinet 
 
The following decisions have been taken by the Cabinet (or individual Cabinet Members), and will be implemented unless the call-in 
procedure is activated.  Rule 15 of the Policy and Review Panels Procedure Rules requires a call-in notice to be signed by any 5 
members of the Council.  The call-in request must be made to JOANNE WILDSMITH (Democratic Support Officer) and must be 
received by not later than 5 pm on the date shown in the item. 
 
If you want to know more about a proposal, please contact the officer indicated.  You can also see the report on the Council's web site at 
www.portsmouth.gov.uk 
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 DATE: FRIDAY 10 DECEMBER 2010 

 WARD DECISION OFFICER CONTACT 
    

1   Cabinet Decision Meeting – 6 December 2010 
 

At this meeting the Cabinet took the following decisions: 
 

Karen Martin 
Democratic Support 
Officer 
Tel: 9283 4052 

  Extra Care Services and Affordable Housing Project – Delegation of Approval to Award Contract 
 

 

  This report is subject to approval by the City Council on 14 December 2010 and so is not subject to call in. 
 

 

  Organisational Design – DECATS 
 

 

  This report is subject to approval by the City Council on 14 December 2010 and so is not subject to call in. 
 

 

  Response to Education, Children & Young People Scrutiny Panel Report – Protection of Vulnerable Children 
 

 

  DECISIONS: 
 
That the Cabinet: 
a) Thanked the panel for its work in undertaking the review; 
b) Considered and approved the action plan as attached at Appendix 2 to the report as prepared by the Director of 

Children’s Services. 
 

 

  Response to the Housing and Social Care Scrutiny Panel Report – Allocation of Housing 
 

DECISIONS: 
 
That the Cabinet: 
a) Thanked the Panel for its work in undertaking the review; 
b) Noted that recommendations 1,2,3,7,10, 11 & 12 were either already or in the process of being implemented 

with no resource implications; 
c) Noted that recommendations 4, 5, & 6 had resource & budget implications and may raise expectations that 

could not be met. The Cabinet also noted that the level of success in encouraging tenants in these 
circumstances to move had always been relatively low because the council was often not able to provide the 
property type or area requested. The under occupation scheme was currently under review and that it was 
preferable that any awareness publicity be put on hold until the council fully understood the expectations of 
tenants and how it could meet them; 

d) Noted that recommendation 8 would completely change the dynamics of the waiting list and was not linked to 
encouraging tenants to move. Priority was already awarded in these circumstances, with additional priority being 
given to release the types of properties and areas where there was demand; 

e) Noted that recommendation 9 could be affected by proposed changes by the coalition government to regulations 
on housing benefit. 
 

 

  NB Call in date: Monday 13 December 2010  
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Part 2 - Proposals from Managers for Implementation 
 
The following proposals have been brought forward.  The Managers indicated will exercise their powers to approve the proposal unless a 
Councillor requests the item be referred for decision to the relevant Cabinet Member or Regulatory Committee.  Your request must be made 
to JOANNE WILDSMITH (Democratic Support Officer) and must be received by not later than 5 pm on Friday 17 December 2010. 
An email or handwritten letter will suffice. 
 
If you want to know more about a proposal, please contact the Officer indicated. 
 
PORTFOLIO:  RESOURCES FRIDAY 10 DECEMBER 2010 

 WARD SUBJECT AND PROPOSAL OFFICER CONTACT 
    

2   Increase in VAT to 20% on 4 January 2011 
 
Proposal:  that Heads of Service be given authority to increase charges in line with the 
increase in VAT on 4 January 2011 in consultation with the relevant Portfolio holder. 
 
The standard rate of VAT is to be increased from 17.5% to 20% with effect from Tuesday 4 
January 2011. 
 
Generally, for standard rated goods and services provided by the City Council, this increase in 
VAT will be passed on to customers.  
 
Where charges are set exclusive of VAT and the VAT is then added on top of this charge, the 
VAT element will be increased from 17.5% to 20% eg Building Control Fees. 
 
Where prices are inclusive of VAT, the VAT inclusive prices are often set independently of the 
level of VAT and instead take into account other pricing factors, such as attracting visitors, 
helping the Portsmouth economy, highways and traffic issues. However, to enable services to 
maintain budgeted income levels and remain within their cash limits, some charges will need to 
be increased in January.   
 
Please note that a large proportion of the City Council’s charges are outside the scope of VAT 
and therefore not affected by this change. For example, on-street car parking charges, planning 
fees, licensing fees, housing rents, contributions towards care, childcare fees, CD and DVD 
loans from libraries. 
 
 

Valerie Lane 
Head of Financial 
Services 
Tel: 9283 4447 
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS TO BE DETERMINED BY HEAD OF PLANNING SERVICES 
 

The Head of Planning Services will exercise his powers to determine the following applications in accordance with the proposed decision for each 
application unless a Councillor requests the application be referred for decision to Committee. 
 

Your request should be made to the Head of Planning Services by telephoning Julie Watson (023 9283 4826 or 023 9283 4339 answerphone) and 
must be received by not later than 5 pm on Friday 17 December 2010.  You can also make contact by letter or by e-mail to - 
planningreps@portsmouthcc.gov.uk -  If you wish to know more about a particular application, please contact the Case Officer indicated. 
 

Item 
No 

Application No 
Ward 

Location 
Description of Development 

Planning Officer’s Comments 
Case Officer  

Proposed Decision 

3  10/01075/ADV 
 

St Jude 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Various Locations Clarence 
Esplanade Southsea 
 
Display of non-illuminated vinyl signs 
on existing pay & display parking 
meters in accordance with Portsmouth 
City Council advertising standards 

One letter of representation has been received from The Portsmouth 
Society who object to the application on design grounds. They consider 
that the proposals would be inappropriate given the location of the parking 
meters within Conservation Area 10 and would be seen to detract from the 
quality of the street scene within the area. 
     
This Portsmouth City Council application seeks consent for the display of 
non-illuminated vinyl signs on eighteen existing pay and display parking 
meters on Clarence Esplanade.  Whilst it is intended that the 
advertisements would comply with the Council’s advertising standards the 
precise details of the advertisements in terms of colour and logo would be 
settled following a marketing exercise.   
  
The advertisements would consist of vinyl coverings that would be applied 
to the existing parking meters that measure approximately 1.63 metres 
high by 0.47 wide by 0.27 deep. The signs would effectively cover the 
entire meter with the exception of the main control panel, servicing points 
and existing instructions relating to payment details. 
  
All of the meters lie within the Seafront Conservation Area (no.10) and 11 
of the sites towards the eastern end of Clarence Esplanade are situated 
within Southsea Common, which is included on the Register of Historic 
Parks and Gardens.  A number of heritage assets are situated in close 
proximity to the parking meters including: a line of Edwardian lamp 
columns (grade II listed); the wall around the D-day Museum car park 
(locally listed); Southsea Castle (Scheduled Ancient Monument); and a 
number of monuments/memorials commemorating naval and military 
events, all of which are grade II listed. 
 

Whilst the sites are located within a Conservation Area it is noted that the 
area does possess a busy, colourful and relatively commercial character 
with a number of signs and advertisements drawing attention to attractions 
and facilities on offer.  Although advertisements attached to bus stops 
along this stretch of seafront have been resisted in the past, the current 
proposals are much smaller in scale, do not involve the placement of 
additional street furniture and will be non-illuminated. 
 
 

Gary Christie 
 

Tel: 023 9268 8592 
 

Consent 
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Item 
No 

Application No 
Ward 

Location 
Description of Development 

Planning Officer’s Comments 
Case Officer  

Proposed Decision 

 
 

Having regard to the historic setting of the area and the heritage assets 
contained within, it is considered that the relatively modest scale of the 
advertisements attached to existing street furniture would not amount to 
visually obtrusive features.  It is considered therefore, that the proposals 
would preserve the setting of the conservation area and would not detract 
from the integrity of the heritage assets contained within in terms of design, 
historical character or structure, and would not prejudice their setting. 
 

4  10/01101/FUL 
 

Hilsea 

325 London Road Portsmouth  
 
Conversion to form 2 dwelling- houses; 
construction of first floor rear extension; 
external alterations to include new 
ground floor bay window after removal 
of existing shopfront & flue to rear 
elevation (re-submission of 
10/00376/FUL) 

A representation has been received from the occupier of the adjoining 
dwelling objecting on the following grounds: that the previous planning 
permission was not complied with; works have resulted to damage to own 
property; and requirements of the party wall act have not been adhered to. 
 

Comments have also been received from the Portsmouth Society who 
support the application and applaud the restoration of a ground floor bay 
window that will enhance the streetscene. 
 

This application follows the granting of planning permission in June this 
year for the same development as currently proposed. The previous 
permission was subject to a pre-commencement condition relating to the 
insulation from noise to habitable rooms that was not complied with, thus 
rendering the development, which has commenced, unauthorised. This 
application seeks to regularise the current position. The issues raised by 
the occupier of the adjoining property are not considered to represent a 
justification for the refusal of planning permission. 
 

Simon Barnett 
 

Tel: 023 9284 1281 
 

Conditional Permission 

5  10/01044/FUL 
 

Nelson 

87 London Road Portsmouth  
 
Construction of single storey rear 
extension, external alterations to rear 
and side elevations (Amended Scheme 
10/00608/FUL) 

Representations have been received from the manager of the adjacent 
building (The Learning Place), a Council run community learning centre, 
raising concerns about the impact of the proposal on the shared access 
leading from Derby Road to The Learning Place. 
 

The proposal relates to construction of a rear extension and other external 
alterations to the rear of the Blue Cobra Indian restaurant. The proposed 
works would be carried within the application site, which is to the west of a 
rear access shared with other properties including The Learning Place. It is 
considered that the proposed extension and alterations would not 
significantly impact upon the access to the Learning Centre. Sometimes 
the impact of building works, deliveries of building materials etc, inevitably 
give rise to some inconvenience and disruption but would not represent a 
justification for refusal of planning permission.  Having regard to the 
sensitivity of some of the users of The Learning Centre, it is suggested an 
informative be added to any planning permission highlighting to the 
applicant the importance of maintaining access to The Learning Centre. 
 

Simon Barnett 
 

Tel: 023 9284 1281 
 

Conditional Permission 
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Part 3 - Information and News Items FRIDAY 10 DECEMBER 2010 

 WARD  OFFICER CONTACT 
    

6   Planning Committee – 8 December 2010  
 

The following decisions were taken: 
 

 Proposal of Changes to Planning Application Fees in England – the committee 
supported the principle and suggested approach to the decentralisation of responsibility for 
the setting of planning application fees to local authorities. 

 

Planning Applications: 
 

 10/00925/PLAREG – 46 Drayton Lane, Portsmouth – Retention of brick wall to front and 
side of property. This application was withdrawn from the agenda.  

 10/00734/FUL – 253-255 Milton Road, Portsmouth – the construction of a 3 storey 
building to form 8 flats and veterinary practice (Class D1) on ground floor (after demolition 
of existing) was refused on the grounds of the development being contrary to DC1 – vii 
(architectural design not acceptable) of the Portsmouth City Local Plan 2001-2011 and 
contrary to the requirements of Residential Parking Standards SPD. 

 10/00950/PLAREG – 89 Cottage Grove, Southsea – the retention of a single storey rear 
extension was granted conditional permission subject to the conditions outlined within the 
Head of Planning Services’ report. 

 10/00939/FUL – Land Stone Street, Southsea – the construction of a 4 storey building to 
form 90 bedspace nursing home (Class C2) with associated parking and landscaping was 
granted conditional permission subject to the conditions outlined within the Head of 
Planning Services’ report. 

 

Lucy Wingham 
Customer, 
Community & 
Democratic Services 
Tel: 9283 4662 

7   Employment Committee  
 

The Employment Committee met on Thursday 2 December and considered the following 
reports:-  
 

 Sickness Scorecard for Members 

 Future Jobs Fund project review 

 Review of Apprenticeships Scheme within PCC 

 Qualifications & Skills 

 Position Statement on School Placements 

 Employment Law Update 
 

The date of the next scheduled meeting is 18 January at 12.15pm. 
 

Vicki Plytas 
Customer, 
Community & 
Democratic Services 
Tel: 9283 4058 
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Part 3 - Information and News Items (cont’d) FRIDAY 10 DECEMBER 2010 

 WARD  OFFICER CONTACT 
    

8   Economic Development, Culture & Leisure Scrutiny Panel - Wednesday 15 December 
2010 at 10 am in Meeting Room 1, 3rd floor, Guildhall 
 
The Panel will meet to sign off their review into "Expenditure on properties under the culture 
portfolio (incorporating identifying locations for visiting exhibitions)" 
 

Anna Martyn 
Customer, 
Community & 
Democratic Services 
Tel: 9268 8360 

9   Licensing Sub Committee – Wednesday 15 December 2010 at 9.30am in the Executive 
Meeting Room, Floor 3 of the Guildhall, Portsmouth 
 
The committee will consider the following items for consideration: 
 

 Following the exclusion of the press and public, Local Government (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1976 and Town Police Clauses Act 1847 – Consideration of Driver Licences 
– Mr M 

 To be considered in open session: Licensing Act 2003 – Application for the review of a 
premises licence – Roast Bar, 21-23 Guildhall Walk, Portsmouth, PO1 2RY 

 

Lucy Wingham 
Customer, 
Community & 
Democratic Services 
Tel: 9283 4662 

10   Licensing Sub Committee – Thursday 16 December 2010 at 9.30am in the Executive 
Meeting Room, Floor 3 of the Guildhall, Portsmouth 

 
The committee will consider the following application: 
 

 Licensing Act 2003 – Application for the review of a premises licence – Drift in the City,  
10 Isambard Brunel Road, Portsmouth, PO1 2DU 

 

Lucy Wingham 
Customer, 
Community & 
Democratic Services 
Tel: 9283 4662 

11   Scrutiny Management Panel – 16 December 
 
The Scrutiny Management Panel will meet on Thursday 16th December 2010 at 9 am in the 
Executive Meeting Room, Floor 3, The Guildhall to: 
 

 Identify potential areas for pre-decision scrutiny  

 Formally sign-off the scrutiny review into "City Council's Use of Consultants" 

 Agree the scoping documents for the scrutiny panels that are assisting Health, Overview & 
Scrutiny Panel 

 

Anthony Quinn 
Customer, 
Community & 
Democratic Services 
Tel: 9283 4002 
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Part 3 - Information and News Items (cont’d) FRIDAY 10 DECEMBER 2010 

 WARD  OFFICER CONTACT 
    

12   Off the Record – Continuation of Service of Councillor Eleanor Scott 
 

In MIS 46 it was reported that Councillor Eleanor Scott had found it necessary resign as the City 
Council's representative on Off the Record, as it was not possible for her to attend the meetings 
due to their timing and venue. Off the Record was informed, and a volunteer to replace 
Councillor Scott for the remainder of the 2010/11 municipal year was sought. Councillor Darron 
Phillips put his name forward for this duty. 
 

However, Off the Record subsequently offered to change its meetings to suit Councillor Scott, 
and so Councillor Scott has agreed to continue her service. 
 

Lin Chaplen 
Customer, 
Community & 
Democratic Services 
Tel: 9283 4053 

13   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Executive Arrangements – Forward Plan of Key Decisions 
 
The next Forward Plan, produced in accordance with the requirements of the Local Authorities 
(Executive Arrangements) (Access to Information) Regulations 2000, will be published on 
Tuesday 14 December 2010. 
 
The Plan covers matters that are likely to be the subject of a key decision (as defined in Article 
13(3) of the Constitution) in the 4-month period commencing 1 January 2011.  
 
A copy of the Plan will be sent to those members of the City Council who have requested a 
paper copy, and a copy will be placed in each Members’ Room.  
 
Key decisions will be taken by the whole Cabinet (formerly referred to as the Executive), or by 
individual Cabinet Members, on or after the dates shown in the Plan. 
 
The financial threshold for key decisions is £250,000 or 25% of the relevant budget item, 
whichever is the greater.  Key decisions may also be made in relation to matters that have a 
significant effect on local communities. 
 
The Forward Plan contains a list of the documents (when available) due to be considered in 
relation to the key decisions to be taken, and gives a contact for each item. 
 
The Forward Plan also contains details of Budget and Policy Framework decisions to be made 
by the City Council, in accordance with Article 4 of the Constitution (general reservation of 
powers to the City Council). 

Karen Martin 
Customer, 
Community & 
Democratic Services 
Tel: 9283 4052 
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Part 3 - Information and News Items (cont’d) FRIDAY 10 DECEMBER 2010 

 WARD  OFFICER CONTACT 
    

Contd/… The Plan is available for inspection by the public during normal office hours at the Civic Offices 
Information Desk, and the City Council’s web site at http://www.portsmouth.gov.uk/yourcouncil 
 

The Forward Plan will be published for each following four calendar month period on the 14th day 
of each month or the nearest working day. 
 

14   Commercial Port Performance 
 

The following items update Members on the current performance of the Commercial Port during 
the 2010/11 financial year.  Copies of items and reports are deposited in the Members’ Room 
where indicated. 
 

Traffic Throughout  
 

The Port has seen an increase in passengers of 7.4% and an increase in vehicles of 3.7% for 
the 6 months ending 30 September 2010 compared to the 6 months ending 30 September 2009.  
Comparing the same period freight was down 1.7% and the number of ships berthing was up by 
9.6%.  
 

Port Marine Safety Code 
 

This report fulfils the Port’s obligation under the Port Marine Safety Code of keeping the Duty 
Holders advised of indicants in the Harbour.  The report identifies that there were 4 incidents 
from 01 July 2010 to 30 September 2010, which are detailed and noted in the main report. 
 

Monitoring of Cash Limit Statement and Capital Monitoring Statement  
 

Members should note the Port’s revenue Income and Expenditure against the cash limited 
budget, and the capital position for the period ending 30 September.  The forecast highlights a 
£386k favourable revenue variance compared to the original estimate.  A full copy of the report 
is deposited in the Members’ Room. 
 

Trading Results and Capital Outturn Reports 2008/09 and 2009/10 
These reports highlight the salient points for both the trading results of Portsmouth Commercial 
Port for the year ended 31 March 2009 and the year ending 31 March 2010, and the port’s 
capital programme for these financial years.  A full copy of the reports are deposited in the 
Members’ Room. 
 

Mark Webb 
Group Port 
Accountant 
Tel: 9285 5944 

http://www.portsmouth.gov.uk/yourcouncil
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Part 3 - Information and News Items (cont’d) FRIDAY 10 DECEMBER 2010 

 WARD  OFFICER CONTACT 
    

15   Local Government Association – LGA Alerts  –  Information sent to Local Authorities for 
week commencing 6th December 2010 
 

Each week the LGA sends 'LG alerts' information sheets to member authorities.  The full text of 
all LG alerts are available to local authorities on LGAnet – the Local Government Association 
internet service at http://www.lga.gov.uk 
 

COMMUNITY WELLBEING   
CSR and the skills strategy: the impact on local authority adult learning 
We are holding a second seminar to examine the impact of the CSR and the Skills Strategy on 
Local Authority Adult Learning.  The event is specifically designed for elected members and 
senior local authority officers to provide a strategic overview to the changes. This event is 
supported by the Local Government Association and will be held at Deighton Centre, Deighton 
Road, Deighton, Huddersfield, HD2 1JP on Friday 17 December 2010, 10am – 12:30pm.  
LG Group Alert Reference: 151/10    
 

The new shape of public services: Local authorities and adult learning and skills  
This forthcoming policy conference at Local Government House, Smith Square, London, SW1P 
3HZ,  will consider Local Authorities’ strategic role for adult learning and skills as we move 
forward into the new age of public services.  LG Group Alert Reference: 152/10    
 

HONOURS  
2012 New Year Honours 
We have been asked by the Department for Communities and Local Government to invite you to 
put forward recommendations for the Queen’s New Year 2012 Honours List. Citation forms 
should be returned by Wednesday 16 February 2011 at the latest.  
LG Group Alert Reference: 149/10    
 

REGENERATION  
New national local authority Olympic resilience  
The LGA, in partnership with London Councils and the London Fire Brigade, has successfully 
secured funding from the Olympic Security Directorate to fund a new national team to provide 
additional support to local authorities in preparing for these challenges.  
The National Local Authority Olympic Resilience team will ensure that all of England and Wales’ 
local authorities not only have the information they need to fulfil their resilience obligations but 
also that their interests are robustly represented in the national Olympic Safety and Security 

Programme as well as other multi-agency fora.  LG Group Alert Reference: 150/10    
 

Local Government 
Association (LGA) 
Email: 
info@lga.gov.uk 
Tel: 020 7664 3131 
www.lga.gov.uk 
 

 

http://www.lga.gov.uk/
http://www.lga.gov.uk/

