NOTICE OF MEETING
STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (SACRE)
WEDNESDAY, 20 NOVEMBER 2019 AT 4.30 PM
MEDINA PRIMARY SCHOOL, MEDINA ROAD, COSHAM,
PORTSMOUTH PO6 3NH
Telephone enquiries to Joanne Wildsmith (023) 9283 4057
Email: joanne.wildsmith@portsmouthcc.gov.uk

Membership
Councillor Suzy Horton (Chair)
Reverend Sam Duddles (Vice-Chair)
Councillor Tom Coles
Maria Cole
Taki Jaffer
Sarah Coote
Sheikh Fazle Abbas Datoo
Syed Aminul Haque
Elizabeth Jenkerson
Christine McMillan
Geoff Wheeler
John Mills
Akshat Metha
Chris Thomas

(NB

Sue Bowen
Reverend Jane Ball
Jane Kelly
Sandra Gibb
Helen Reeder
Kari Laing
Gemma Self
Paula Withers
Aasha Small
Debbie Lucas
Ali Beechurst
Ryan Brent (co-opted)

This Agenda should be retained for future reference with the minutes of this meeting.)

Please note that the agenda, minutes and non-exempt reports are available to view online on
the Portsmouth City Council website: www.portsmouth.gov.uk

AGENDA
1

Welcome and Introductions

2

Moment for Quiet Reflection

1

Aasha Small, from Medina Primary School, to lead.
3

Apologies for Absence

4

Declaration of Members' Interest

5

Minutes of the Previous meeting held on 26 June 2019 (Pages 5 - 10)
RECOMMENDED that the SACRE agrees the minutes of the previous
meeting held 26th June 2019 as a correct record.

6

Matters Arising from the minutes (Pages 11 - 60)
Members are invited to raise any matters from the minutes that are not
otherwise identified on the agenda.
i)
Use of artefacts boxes by Portsmouth Schools - schedule attached
Some items are missing after borrowing and the EMAS service have no
funding to replace these. Only a few schools use them for RE lessons
perhaps once/twice a year and the cost is £1 per week. PCC deliver boxes to
schools and collect them after.

7

Membership Update
To note the following changes:
The resignations of Hon. Alderman Tom Blair (Group A, Roman Catholic) and
Ruth Guyer (Group A, Judaism)
The appointment confirmation of new Group C Primary Representative Ali
Beechurst.

8

Brief updates or notification of items to be brought to a future meeting
To receive any updates from Members of SACRE.
Note: Items requiring decision will need to be brought to a future meeting.

9

Monitoring Group Report (Pages 61 - 62)
The purpose of the report is to inform SACRE of the findings and discussions
that took place during the meeting of the SACRE monitoring sub-group on 4th
November 2019. The group is working to support SACRE in fulfilling its duty
to ensure the effectiveness of RE through the implementation of the Agreed
Syllabus.
RECOMMENDED that SACRE receives the report and notes the findings
2

of the monitoring group meeting.
10

Constitution Revision - membership
The SACRE previously asked that further consideration be given to amending
part 6 of the constitution to allow for a mechanism for deciding membership
requests that are not straightforward replacements by established member
organisations. The Portsmouth SACRE Constitution was previously updated at
the meeting of 14th November 2018.
Legal advice has been sought and it is RECOMMENDED that the
constitution be amended to reflect that:
• the SACRE has the power to appoint members to a sub-group/working
party to consider such matters (including membership and preappointment issues) as and when it sees fit
• the sub-group can then make recommendations to the full SACRE.
• the terms of reference and membership of such sub-groups will be set
by the SACRE as and when required
• the sub-group would ordinarily be an advisory body, not a decision
making body so that the final decision is still made in accordance with
the Act's required voting/quorum provisions

11

Update regarding the forthcoming review of the Agreed Syllabus (Pages
63 - 64)
The purpose of the report is to remind SACRE of the legal requirement to
review its agreed syllabus every five years and to inform SACRE of the plans
being made to convene the Agreed Syllabus Conference at its next meeting in
order to meet this requirement.
RECOMMENDED that the Agreed Syllabus Conference (ASC) is
convened at the spring meeting to agree to move to review Living
Difference III.

12

National and local updates on Religious Education (Pages 65 - 68)
To receive a report from Patricia Hannam (SACRE's Professional Adviser) on
the activities of national RE bodies such as the Religious Education Council
(REC) and The National Association of SACREs (NASACRE) as well as other
local matters of significance not discussed elsewhere in this agenda.
RECOMMENDED that SACRE notes the report and agrees to send 2
delegates to the NASACRE conference on 18th May 2020.

13

Annual report 2018/19 (Pages 69 - 86)
To receive the draft Portsmouth SACRE Annual Report 2018/19, which sets
out the annual activities undertaken.

3

RECOMMENDED that the Portsmouth SACRE Annual Report is received
and forwarded to the relevant national and local bodies.
14

Guidance Document (for information) (Pages 87 - 104)
Mike Stoneman reports that the attached guidance document has now been
published and circulated, so is brought to SACRE for noting.

15

Policy for Determinations on collective worship
The Professional Adviser will give a verbal update on the proposal to bring
forward a policy for determinations to a future meeting. This relates to
applications to consider whether it is appropriate for the requirements for
Christian collective worship to apply to the school making the request.

16

Date and venue of the next meeting
The next scheduled meeting is Tuesday 18 March 2020, starting at 4:30pm.
The spring meeting will be held at the Civic Offices or Guildhall.
An offer to host at a faith venue for the summer meeting would be welcomed.
Recommended that the date and venue of the next meeting be noted.

Members of the public are now permitted to use both audio visual recording devices and social
media during this meeting, on the understanding that it neither disrupts the meeting or records
those stating explicitly that they do not wish to be recorded
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