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EDUCATION, CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE SCRUTINY PANEL 
 
RECORD OF DECISIONS of the meeting of the Education, Children & Young 
People Scrutiny Panel held on Thursday, 24 September 2015 at 7.00 pm at 
Ground Floor Meeting Room 4, Civic Offices 
 

Present 
 

 Councillor Will Purvis (in the Chair) 
 Hannah Hockaday 

Ken Ferrett 
Paul Godier 
Suzy Horton 
David Tompkins (Standing Deputy) 
 

 
Apologies for Absence 
 
Councillor  Ryan Brent  
 

19. Apologies for absence (AI 1) 
 
Councillor Ryan Brent had sent his apologies for absence and was 
represented by his Standing Deputy, Councillor David Tompkins.  
 

20. Declarations of interest (AI 2) 
 
Councillor Godier declared a personal interest as a relative of his works with 
the Youth Offending Team.  
 

21. Minutes of the meeting  on 16 June 2015 (AI 3) 
 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the Education, Children and Young 
People Scrutiny Panel held on 16 June 2015 be confirmed as a correct 
record.  
 

22. HMI Probation Portsmouth Youth Offending Team inspection report (AI 
4) 
 
Stephen Kitchman, Director of Children's Social Care and Safeguarding and 
Jon Gardner, YOT Manager introduced the report.  Mr Kitchman advised that 
HMIP returned to Portsmouth to carry out an inspection of PYOT during May 
and June and the report was published on 2 September.  HMIP had noted 
that significant improvements had been made and it was a very positive report 
which highlighted improvement across the board.  Five recommendations 
were made for further improvements which Mr Kitchman felt the report was 
right to highlight.  One of the recommendations was that health services 
should be integrated and it was accepted that further work was needed on 
this.  
 
Mr Gardner added that a post inspection improvement plan had been drawn 
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up to respond to all the HMIPs recommendations with the aim of having in 
place consistently effective practice and good outcomes for young offenders 
in Portsmouth. This Improvement Plan will be delivered in parallel with the 
Youth Justice Strategic Plan and the intention is to ensure there is one overall 
set of actions and priorities common to both plans. The YOT Board had met 
earlier in the week and had been in full agreement of the recommendations 
made.  
 
With regard to the recommendation about health services needing to be 
integrated, the Chair said that during the panel's last scrutiny review into the 
YOT it was mentioned that there was a new substance misuse worker and 
asked how this had gone.  Mr Gardner advised that the evidence so far was 
very positive and the team are able to make more flexible use of her for 
example she now visits young people in custody.  
 
The Panel felt that there had been an incredible amount of progress made 
and the team should be congratulated. It was agreed that Jon Gardner would 
circulate the post inspection improvement plan to the panel after the meeting.  
 

23. New review topic regarding home to school transport and access to 
primary school places - discussion of the scope of the review (AI 5) 
 
Councillor Purvis advised that the Scrutiny Management Panel on 31 July 
2015 had asked that the ECYP Scrutiny Panel undertake a review to look at 
developing proposals around home to school transport especially where 
children have been unsuccessful in being allocated a place at their first choice 
school and to consider the more general issues relating to access to primary 
school places and the distance away from their home.    
 
Members of the Panel agreed that the ECYP Scrutiny panel would review 
home to school transport and access to primary school places as their 
first topic.  
 
Depending on the duration of this review, the panel agreed that the 
subsequent review be to review child sexual exploitation.  
 
Scope of the review and potential witnesses 
Mike Stoneman and Richard Harvey were present and gave the panel a brief 
introduction into their subject areas; pupil place planning and home to school 
transport.   
 
In response to questions from members the following points were clarified:  

 There has not been a catchment area review for a number of years.  
Due to the new housing developments and school organisational 
changes it would be sensible to review this again but this would be a 
significant piece of work which would take approximately 18 months - 
two years to complete.  

 The Council were significantly investing in primary school places with 
the first phase of primary expansion to give an additional 1,000 
places. This will achieve a minimum of 2% surplus for both primary 
and secondary school places.  
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 The LA's statutory responsibility is to provide a place within two miles 
of a child's residence and secondary within 3 miles. With the current 
level of demand and small number of surplus, not every child gets 
their first preference school. They will be allocated their next nearest 
school which has capacity.  

 If there is space available in schools outside the city then parents can 
apply for their children to attend these.  The current trend though is 
that there are more pupils coming into the city particularly as 
standards of school in the city are continuing to improve.  

 The Council had not seen an increase in the number of children going 
to private schools but this may increase as the economy continues to 
pick up.  

 There are currently 11 academy trusts and 18 academies in the city 
and there were no issues with the LA working with them.  

 There are no free schools in the city.  

 The total cost of school transport last year was £1.8 million which was 
overspent. The cost of special educational needs transport is more 
due to some having complex needs.  

 In comparison to other local authorities the spend on home to school 
transport is relatively low but this is to be expected due to the city 
being compact.  

 83% of primary age children are allocated their first preference school, 
however with the increase in primary age children this may change in 
future years.  

 
The panel raised concerns on how the existing primary schools would cope 
with the increased population once the new housing developments are built in 
the city.   The panel felt it would be useful to understand the link between 
strategic planning and pupil place planning and agreed that evidence from the 
relevant officer be obtained.  

 
The panel requested the following information before their next meeting:  

 Capacity and Numbers on roll of our primary schools 

 Map showing catchment areas for primary schools 

 Summary of pupil forecasts for Year R, Year 3 and Year 7 against the 
capacity of schools 

 A breakdown of those pupils receiving transport assistance from each 
of the criteria - income based etc. 

 
It was agreed to invite an officer from the Admissions Team to the next 
meeting to understand the current admission arrangements. It was also 
agreed that written evidence be requested from the appropriate officer in the 
planning policy team to understand the link between planning and pupil place 
planning.  
 
Work would be completed on the scoping document outside a formal meeting 
so that it could be brought to the next formal meeting.   
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24. Frequency, timing and format of ECYP Scrutiny Meetings (AI 6) 

 
Following a discussion the panel agreed to hold meetings roughly every four 
weeks throughout the review.  The panel advised that they would ordinarily be 
able to attend meetings on Wednesday evenings and it was agreed by the 
panel to keep the start time of meetings at 7pm.  The date of the next meeting 
was agreed as Wednesday 21 October at 7pm.  
 
 
 
The meeting concluded at 7.50 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Councillor Will Purvis 
Chair 

 

 


